
Growers, wholesalers, 

retailers, chefs, green grocers, 
employees – literally thousands 
in Ontario’s food chain -- are 
relieved that the Ontario Food 
Terminal (OFT) will remain at 
its current 40-acre site in 
Toronto. Uncertainty had 

percolated around its future 
when the Ontario government 
announced a review last fall, 
raising speculation that the real 
estate valued at $200 million 
could be sold and the terminal 
relocated. 

In a hastily called news 

conference on July 8, Ontario’s 
agriculture minister Ernie 
Hardeman put all of those 
rumours to rest for the terminal 
that was established in 1954. 
Standing within metres of 

ongoing renovations, he 

confirmed the government’s 
commitment to the address --

165 The Queensway, Etobicoke 
-- which is at the confluence of 
several major highways within a 
heartbeat of downtown 
Toronto.

“We’re quite excited and 
happy that the terminal is not 
going anywhere in the near 
future,” said Tom Komienski, 
one of the growers supplying 
produce to the farmers’ market 
from his base in Scotland, 
Ontario. “We have a secure spot 
to market Ontario produce.”

What is most encouraging to 
the farmer tenants is that the 
Toronto Wholesale Produce 
Association, along with 

government, has pledged a 

“significant investment” to 
modernize the terminal with an 
emphasis on the farmers’ 

market. Steve Bamford, 
spokesperson for the 

association’s 21 warehouse 

tenants, declined to name a 
number. The scale of that 
investment is yet to be 

determined pending the 

outcome of a strategic plan by 
the Ontario Food Terminal 
Board.

Attending the news 

conference was Christy 
McMullen, chair of the 
Canadian Federation of 
Independent Grocers. 

“Improvements to the 

farmers’ market could include 
such things as improved 

temperature control and the 
addition of WIFI,” she told xxx

 

For growers such as Tom 
Komienski, this is welcome 
news. His family has a thousand 
acres in fruits and vegetables, 
with considerable investments

in packing and storage 

operations.  He also markets

produce from far afield, such as

PEI potato growers, Quebec

growers of leafy greens and

British Columbia cherry 

growers.

“I’d like to see a proper 

facility with temperature 

controls so that we can properly

display produce without 

breaking the cold chain,” says

Komienski. “This has been an

open-air market but the time

has come for temperature 

control – 50°F – to make this a

world-class operation. These are

the temperatures required for

greenhouse produce, cabbage,

broccoli, you name it.” 

Beyond food safety, part of

the envisioned improvements

would make conditions safer for

workers who are maneuvering

tight spaces with trucks. 

These future renovations

would come on top of current

work explains Gary Da Silva,

manager of operations for the

Ontario Food Terminal. In the

shadow of nearby condos, a

building crane is extending the

southeast loading dock for 35

tractor trailer parking spaces for

buyers. The existing cold 

storage shipping/receiving area

is being expanded by 40 feet to

allow for an inspection/quality

control room. Once completed,

loading docks for cold storage

will increase from six to 17.

“We are building a state-of-

the-art waste handling area

which will be enclosed within a

building,” says Da Silva. “We

will have more dock space to

properly sort and recycle more

of our waste. Additional 

compactors are part of that

plan.”

Visitors to the site will enjoy

a new pedestrian entrance into

the terminal at the front gate.

These new projects are 

scheduled for completion by

end of year.

Overall, the OFT will be a

more welcoming environment

in a facility that never sleeps.

All told, $47 million has been

invested in upgrades in the last

decade by tenant and market

users, none of it from 

government sources. 
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Ontario Food
Terminal to
stay rooted in
Etobicoke   

Tom Komienski, on the left, makes his point with Gary Da Silva,

manager of operations for the Ontario Food Terminal. 

L-R:  MPP Christine Hogarth; Ontario agriculture minister Ernie Hardeman; Steve Bamford, Toronto Wholesale Produce Association;

Christy McMullen, chair, Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers. Photos by Glenn Lowson.

An extension of the southeast loading dock will be finished this

month to provide 35 tractor trailer parking spaces for buyers. The

40-foot dock will allow buyers to assemble loads efficiently and

safely.

A Tibetan worker shoulders a load of purple onions for buyers who

are aggregating orders for outbound shipment. 

Alida Solomon, chef for Tutti Matti Ristorante in Toronto’s 

entertainment district, gives her order to the representative of

Boots Farms.  




