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W
e  l o v e  t e c h n o l o g y . 
Apple brings out a new 
cellphone and there are 

lineups around the block. 
Yet, when it comes to technology 

and agriculture, the same people 
that stand in line for the latest 
phone seem to want to go back to 
the technology of 1950.

We had pesticide-free, grown 
without fertilizers, and non-GMO 
agriculture in Canada once. The 
result was an environmental disas-
ter, with the soils of Saskatchewan 
blowing into Ontario and year after 
year of crop failure.

During the current federal elec-
tion campaign, governments are 
under pressure from many activists 
to move away from science and 
risk-based regulations to limit the 
adoption of agricultural technolo-
gy.

As governments have become 
more urban, most of today’s politi-
cians lack an inherent understand-
ing of agriculture and need to be 
reminded what the industry means 
to the Canadian economy.

The Advisory Council on Eco-
nomic Growth (Barton Report) 
recognized agriculture and agri-
food a key driver of the Canadian 
economy, establishing the goal of 
increasing the value of our exports 
to $75 billion by 2025.

We will not accomplish this goal 
unless Canada is at the forefront of 
defining an international regula-
tory environment that has a foun-
dation of sound risk-based sci-
ence. 

Farmers across this country 
depend on access to international 
markets for their livelihood. If 
countries are free to set up trade 
barriers in response to the latest 

internet fad, farmers will soon find 
themselves without any markets to 
sell into. 

There is pressure within some of 
our trading partners to move away 
from science-based regulations.

For example, we see non-science, 
and at times politically motivated, 
regulations on plant technology. 
Existing and emerging European 
pesticide regulations not based on 
appropriate risk models are limit-
ing trade.

Canada should become a leader 
in countering these trends through 
the adoption and promotion of 
risk-and science-based rules of 
trade.

This will require changes to our 
domestic regulations on plant 
technology and farm inputs.

A sur vey of  Canadian plant 
breeders indicates nearly half alter 
or  scale-back their  research 
because Canada’s regulatory sys-
tem has not adjusted to new tech-
niques, like gene editing. When 
plant breeders pull back on inno-
vation, Canada loses out on oppor-
tunities to develop small and 
medium technology businesses 
and to open up the opportunity to 
deliver a broader selection of food 
products to consumers. Holding 
back innovation also makes Cana-
dian farmers less competitive.

Pesticides are an important com-
ponent of modern agricultural 
practices that allow Canadian 
farmers to reduce fuel use, increase 
soil health, reduce erosion, and 
sequester carbon.

Preventing farmers from using 
these tools because of pressure 
from activists and without science- 
and risk-based analysis has unin-
tended negative environmental 
and economic implications.

To counter these pressures, Can-
ada must extend the mandate of 
agencies and departments to 
include the promotion of science- 
and risk-based trade.

New resources should be allo-
cated across the whole of govern-
ment, including departments like 
Agriculture Canada and Global 
Affairs Canada as well as regulatory 
agencies like the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency and the Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency.

Here are four questions that every 
candidate and party in the current 
federal election should face:
• Does your party support modern 

Canadian farmers’ access to new 
plant breeding techniques and 
will your party review Canadian 
regulations to ensure that Cana-
da can become a destination of 
choice for plant breeding inno-
vation?

• Will your party commit to mak-
ing additional resources avail-
able to regulatory agencies to 
allow them to meet the growing 
need for sound science and risk-
based decision making?

• Will your party commit to explic-
itly extending the mandate of 
regulatory agencies and depart-
ments to include the promotion 
of science- and risk-based trade?

• Will your party commit to chal-
lenging regulations brought for-
ward by our trading partners 
when they are not science and 
risk-based?
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Recognize ag technology’s importance

 The federal election is a good time to remind politicians of the 
importance of agricultural technology, including pesticides.  |  FILE 
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T
here is no need to list the curve-
balls this crop year has thrown 
at Canadian producers. Farm-

ers know how hard it’s been. 
Each of the weather and market 

hurdles have kept thousands of you 
up at night as you run through sce-
narios of what might happen next 
and what you can do to pull through. 

But sometimes there is nothing to 
be done, as last weekend’s snowfall 
on late prairie crops illustrates. 

It didn’t matter if crops were in 
early this spring because there 
wasn’t enough moisture to carry a 
crop until the middle of the summer. 

Still, there is little solace in know-
ing you’re not alone in this mess 
and that it’s not your fault because 
flattened and soggy crops have a 
weight on the psyche that only 
farmers understand. 

The provincial farm stress lines will 
be seeing increased traffic after this 
snowfall and I encourage all of you to 
use this resource if you need it. 

I used to work as a counsellor for a 
child and family service agency 
and I worked with professional 
crisis counsellors who knew how to 
get people through tough times.

I was told to do whatever I could to 
get people in crisis talking, and keep 
them talking because they need to 
share their emotional burdens. 

They said our job as counsellors 
was to help carry the weight people 
in crisis are under, until they can 
handle it themselves.

Also, it’s the people who are not 
expressing any emotion or who 
insist on pulling away from every-
one that are often at the most risk of 
harming themselves.

It’s important to talk to someone 
about the stress you’re under, and 
to understand that everyone needs 
someone to lean on. 

It’s also important to make sure 
your friends, family and neighbours 
who are struggling have support if 
they need it.

Fill a thermos of coffee, make 
some sandwiches and visit  a 
neighbour or two. 

Or drive over to your relatives that 
live just far enough away that you 
never seem to make it there as 
much as you’d like. 

If you know someone who is 
struggling, take them for a drive to 
help get their minds off the farm for 
a little while. 

Small gestures at the right time 
can make a world of difference. 

Farm stress lines:
• Saskatchewan — 800-667-4442
• Manitoba — 866-367-3276 or 

204-571-4180
• Alberta — 877-303-2642

T
he immature crops, rain and 
snow that have delayed har-
vest will have wide-ranging 

ramifications: some are obvious 
and some are not.

The financial hit is at the top of the 
obvious list. A lot of malting barley 
has been reduced to feed and a 
great deal of wheat and durum will 
now fall into the bottom grades.

On top of that, many producers 
will spend a lot more on grain dry-
ing costs than in a more normal 
year.

Beyond the impact on individual 
farms, the fall harvest woes are so 
extreme that the entire market-
place is affected. For the past year, 

feedgrain prices have been histori-
cally high compared to the rest of 
the grain complex. That has ended. 

Large supplies of wheat and 
durum will now flow into the feed 
market, joining this year’s expand-
ed production of feed barley, and 
the resulting price impact can 
already be seen. Lower feed costs 
will help support calf prices this 
fall, although it may be tough to dif-
ferentiate that affect from all the 
other factors that determine bids 
during the fall calf run. 

Meanwhile, top quality wheat 
and durum is suddenly in much 
shorter supply and that will buoy 
price prospects, particularly on 
durum where Western Canada 
accounts for a large share of the 
world export market. 

Producers who held good quality 
durum from 2018, unwilling to sell 
it at bargain basement prices, will 
be rewarded, perhaps handsome-
ly. Durum, which has been a dog 
the past couple years, will now be a 
more appealing option as produc-
ers make 2020 cropping plans.

Good quality seed could be in 

short supply on some crops.
Downgrading effects will be less 

for peas and lentils, since a much 
higher percentage of these crops 
were harvested ahead of the wet 
weather.

The delayed harvest is having an 
effect on grain movement and that 
could result in problems for the 
months ahead. The railroads have 
been filling virtually all the car 
orders received from shippers, but 
the shortage of grain ready to move 
in September means more to ship 
as the weather gets colder and rail-
roading becomes more difficult.

Grain marketing and shipping 
will also be complicated by the 
wide array of grades. 

Canola should be relatively 
unscathed by the wet weather. For-
tunately, the first killing frosts came 
later than normal. However, some 
standing canola still had green 
pods when the temperatures 
dipped, so there could be some 
green-seed issues.

As producers grind through the 
canola harvest in October and pos-
sibly November, economics will be 

on the minds of many. Unless you 
have a very good yield, a canola 
price of less than $10 a bushel 
doesn’t generate a profit.

For 2020, more producers will 
consider clubroot-resistant variet-
ies, but with that may come lower 
yield potential and less desirable 
agronomic traits.

Another crop that should emerge 
from the wet weather relatively 
unscathed is canaryseed. This 
minor acreage crop is one of the few 
showing some price strength. Prices 
of 30 cents a pound have been avail-
able. If too many growers jump on 
the canaryseed bandwagon in 2020, 
the crop could easily go back into an 
oversupply situation. 

Expect the late harvest to again 
take a toll on winter wheat acreage.

And if weather conditions don’t 
smarten up, there could be a sig-
nificant acreage that won’t be com-
bined until the spring, particularly 
on crops such as flax.

 
 

Listening is 
best medicine 
in tough times

This year’s late harvest has domino effect




