Demand

Haltwhistle’s
cheeses support
demand for
local milk

DUNCAN - When
cheesemaker Cory Spencer
and his wife Kirsten
Thorarinson relocated to the
Cowichan Valley in 2010 with
dreams of raising a small herd
of dairy goats, the property
they found was seven acres at
the former Damar dairy farm
in the hills above Duncan.

The initial herd has grown
to about 140 goats — mostly
Swiss breeds such as Alpine,
Saanen and Toggenburg -
and, all going well, herd size
will double next year thanks
to growing demand for the
farm’s raw milk cheeses.

But the farm’s expansion
has also resulted in the return
of cow’s milk to the property,
thanks to a partnership with
Oliver Balme of Balme Ayr
Farms Ltd. in nearby Cobble
Hill.

“We were always interested
in using the milk from the
Balme Ayr farm because he
has a herd of Ayrshire cows,”
says Spencer.“That'’s an old
Scottish breed, and they
produce fantastic milk for
making cheese. ... It’s a really
nice, rich fatty milk, and it
makes really great cheese for
us.”

A licensed bulk milk tank
grader, Spencer picks up 1,000
litres from Balme Ayr one to
three times each week,
depending on the season, and
delivers it to his on-farm
cheesemaking plant, which
operates as Haltwhistle
Cheese Co. (formerly The
Happy Goat).

“Come February, March,
when we're really starting to
build inventory up for our
summer sales which have
traditionally been our biggest
here, we'll bring in cow’s milk
two, maybe three times a
week,” he says.

The farm makes six varieties
of cow’s milk cheese and six
with goat’s milk. All are made
with raw milk, which means
they have to be held for a
minimum of 60 days. Spencer
prefers to hold them for at
least 90 days.

“Generally, we find the best
flavour, texture comes out
with a 90-day minimum
development, depending on
what kind of cheese you're
going for,” he says.

Spencer studied
cheesemaking at Moonstruck
Organic Cheese Inc. on Salt
Spring as well as in England
and France. His cow’s milk
cheeses include a traditional
English cheddar, a blue and a
Gouda, as well as French-style

underpins cheesemaker’s expansion
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Cory Spencer of Haltwhistle Cheese Co. on Vancouver Island is scaling
up his goat dairy with the help of cow’s milk.

cheeses that parallel the ones
he makes from goat’s milk.

Spencer met the Balmes
through the Cowichan
Agricultural Society and a
friendship and mutual respect
grew. When he began
expanding production, Balme
Ayr came to mind.

“It's easier to roll up to
another dairy and pick up
1,000 litres of milk than it is to
double our herd," he says.“It
allows us to scale our volumes

more easily.”’

And, by becoming a
licensed grader, it gave him
the flexibility to source the
milk as he needed it.

“We can do things on our
own schedule,” he says.

The expansion is breathing
new life into the Damar
property, bought in 1958 by
Harold and Betty Tattam.
Harold died in 2008 but his

See DAIRY on next page ©

BEEKMAN

AUCTIONS

APRIL 2020

3:4

Seeve the dalte!

Spring Equipment Consignment Auction

www.béekma‘lﬁalu“&i'('ms.c;lﬂﬁ

Side Discharge

For straw and lyme

1-1/2” high paddles

Rear mesh back panel
Secondary beater drum
Agitator

Material can be discharged
from either side

www.hlaattachments.com
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Road Flex Running Gear

185RF 10 ton (4 wheel)
205RF 12 ton (4 wheel)
285RF 15 ton (4 wheel)
365RF 20 ton (4 wheel)
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485RF 24 ton (4 wheel
325RF 18 ton (6 wheel
308RF 20 ton (8 wheel)

www.horstwagons.com

www. horstwelding.com 1.866.567.4162
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son David still lives on the
property with his wife Janice.
Hay has been the primary
crop, however.

The farm is one of several
that have exited the dairy
business in recent years. There
are now approximately 39
dairies on Vancouver Island,
and some of these are up for
sale. The owners are older and
the cost of acquiring any one
of the operations is in the
millions of dollars. That's
prohibitive for younger
farmers and new entrants.

The loss of farms has left
processors undersupplied.
Closure of the Saputo plant in
Courtenay earlier this year
reversed that situation but it
now means milk is trucked off
island for processing. Having
local, on-Island buyers for
local milk reverses some of
the losses.

With milk once again being
processed on the Demar farm,
the story affirms both the
area’s long history of dairying
and the potential for value-
added production.

“Being able to say, “All this
milk comes from this
particular farm, and it's all a
herd of Ayrshire cows,"is great
for us,” says Spencer.“It's a
neat story. And honestly, it’s
just really good milk!”

Haltwhistle doesn’t pay a
premium for his milk, but
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BUCK LAKE RANCH
BEAVERDELL, BC

Established 1906, 670 acre 280 head working
cattle ranch, luxurious fully furnished 5,156 ft?
4 bedroom, 5 bath Buck Lake Lodge, deluxe
garage and suite, hot tub, second executive

Oliver Balme says that’s not
the point. The cheese is good,
and it's a way to showcase
local milk as well as a local
processor.

“We not making more
money,’ says Balme.”The main
thing about him using our
milk is the pride!

Demand is rapidly catching
up with Haltwhistle, however.
Production has increased
250% over the past two years
to between 10,000 and 15,000

kilograms of cheese a year,
and Spencer expects
production to double again
over the next three to four
years. Thorarinson, who
oversees farm administration
and handles sales to farmers'
markets, has cultivated local
markets and the couple is
working on a distribution
agreement with a major
grocet.

“l always expected the
ability to grow our sales to
come from the cow’s side.
Cow’s milk definitely helps,
and there’s a lot of people that
really prefer cow versus goat,’
Spencer says. “[But] they
basically only want our goat’s
milk products because we're
producing something that no
one else [produces]”

Despite approximately 25
artisan cheesemakers in BC,
Haltwhistle is the sole raw
milk cheesemaker on

GREEN LAKE HOME AND
ACREAGE

56.52 acres with a spacious 4 bedroom +
5 bathroom home with views of Green Lake
and additional one bedroom suite. Private
but not remote, in the ALR. Lots of windows,
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The 130 Ayrshire cattle at Balme Ayr Farms in Cobble Hill supply milk for Haltwhistle Cheese Co. in nearby
Duncan. I

Vancouver Island. It's also
notable because its goat
cheeses are typically firm-
textured French-style cheeses
rather than the chevres and
other soft styles that
dominate among Western
Canada's goat's milk
creameries. (Several
cheesemakers produce goat's
milk cheddars and Goudas,
however.)

LAKEFRONT FOUR SEASON
COTTAGES - NIMPO LAKE

2 four season lakefront, fully furnished
cottages on 4.5 combined acres. Stunning
views, excellent fishing, fully serviced with
good road access. Also includes 2 aluminum

The demand is pushing up
against the limits of the 1,000-
square-foot cheesemaking
facility, located adjacent to the
parlour where he milks a
dozen goats at a time.

“"We're really facing the
limits of our space right now,’
he says.

Haltwhistle doesn't have
any immediate plans to
relocate. Its long-term lease at

mbia to the World®
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LARGE PRIVATE COUNTRY ESTATE
100 MILE HOUSE, BC

Private 316 acre estate only 7 minutes to

town and all amenities. Many layers of value

with 70 acres of productive hay lands, cattle

grazing permit, subdivision potential and

Damar runs until 2034, which
is far enough in the future that
Spencer isn’'t worrying about
what comes next just yet.

“We started making cheese
here,” he notes, and with
another 15 years left on the
lease he quips he might stop
making cheese here, too.

“[It] kind of puts me to the
end of my cheesemaking
days,” he says.

MACHETE LAKE - SOUTH CARIBOO
Bright & sunny 64.7 acres with impressive
outbuildings and cozy 1,920 ft? 2 bdrm, 2
bath home. One owner property with original
building plans. Hay producing 32 acres,

IMMACULATE RANCH PROPERTY

residence, riding arena, 5-pivot irrigation
system, 330 acres irrigated, 1,400 AUM
range. $5,679,000

RICH OSBORNE 604-664-7633
Personal Real Estate Corporation
rich@landquest.com

boats with motors, 2 Polaris snow machines,
all furnishings, 70 ft dock, gated driveway and
more! Must see property!! $535,000

FAWN GUNDERSON 250-982-2314
Personal Real Estate Corporation
fawn@landquest.com

Crown land on 3 sides. 4 bedroom, 3 bath
3,400 ft2 home with recent upgrades. Tons of
wildlife. $1,150,000

SAM HODSON 604-694-7623
Personal Real Estate Corporation
sam@landquest.com

decks and patios. 25 x 25 ft double garage.
Fenced pastures and a 40 x 120 ft barn.
Trees, creek and airstrip.  $885,000

workshop, 3-box stall barn, equipment / RV
storage shed, chicken coop, gardens and
duck ponds. NEW PRICE $698,000

WENDY PATTEN 250-718-0298
wendy@landquest.com
LandQuest® Realty Corp Cariboo

ROBBI-LAYNE ROBERTSON 250-457-7603
RLR@landquest.com

90 ACRE TROPHY OCEANFRONT
ESTATE - TEXADA ISLAND, BC

Extremely private, road accessible oceanfront
property located on the west side of Texada
Island. Includes custom 3,816 ft?, 4 bedroom,
3 bath home, large detached shop, plus many
extras. Ideal family compound with residential
subdivision potential. $1,425,000

HISTORIC 143 ACRE RANCH
SOUTH CARIBOO

Serene and pretty country setting offers
approx. 80 acres of gently rolling hayfields
with remaining acreage in grazing. 5 bedroom,
2 bath, two-storey farm house, large log
hay barn and additional storage sheds.
Pond, seasonal creek, adjacent to Crown
land. $526,000

MARTIN SCHERRER 250-706-9462
martin@landquest.com
LandQuest® Realty Corp Cariboo

TROPHY LAKEFRONT HOBBY FARM
WITH INDUSTRIAL SIZED SHOP

Stunning lakefront hobby farm with 70.96
acres of rich farmland 10 mins from Chetwynd.
a gorgeous residence, industrial sized shop,
heated barn with tack room, elaborate corral
system, hay sheds, fencing / cross-fencing,
outdoor riding arena, greenhouse & much
more. Backs onto Crown land. $796,000

RV AND COTTAGE LOTS AT THE
LAKE - EAST BARRIERE LAKE

Are you looking for a good spot to park
your RV? This lakeside community may
be the perfect place for you. You can build
a dream cottage at any time. Seasonal RV
site leases also available, including mooring
buoy. From $125,000

OFF GRID LOG HOME AND FARM
CHILCOTIN REGION

320 acre private farm complete with 2 bdrm,
3 bath 2,234 ft? off-grid log home. Wired and
heated shop, Quonset hut on full cement
perimeter, numerous corrals, water rights on
3 creeks + solar system. Surrounded by Crown
land just 19 km from Lee’s Corner / Hanceville,
1 hour from Williams Lake. $449,000

JOHN ARMSTRONG 250-307-2100
john@landquest.com
LandQuest® Realty Corp Cariboo

JASON ZROBACK 1-604-414-5577
JAMIE ZROBACK 1-604-483-1605

CHASE WESTERSUND 778-927-6634
COLE WESTERSUND 604-360-0793

MATT CAMERON 250-200-1199
matt@landquest.com

“The Source” for Oceanfront, Lakefront, Islands, Ranches, Resorts & Land in BC

Toll Free 1-866-558-LAND (5263)






